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Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. That 

was not me. I’m a Giants fan. That’s 
hard to explain. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. We’ve got a 
Rudy Guiliani situation here. 

Purple Halloween pails with witch 
decorations. We’ve got the Sponge Bob 
Square Pants Address Book and Jour-
nal. We’ve got the Thomas and Friends 
Wooden Railway toys. We’ve got the 
Go Diego Go Animal Rescue Boats. 
Very Cute Expressions. Children’s toys 
gardening tools and the Robbie Ducky 
Kids watering can. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I have two little girls, 
8 and 6, Natalie and Grace, and I have 
in my home some of those toys. I can 
tell you as a parent these are not toys 
that are fringe. You talk about Sponge 
Bob Square Pants and Dora and Thom-
as the Tank Engine, those are main-
stream toys. Those are in families and 
houses all across this country. And to 
think that the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission doesn’t have the re-
sources to adequately monitor these 
toys coming in with exaggerated levels 
of lead, dangerous levels of lead from 
the Chinese, as a parent it makes me 
very angry, but as an American it 
makes me angry because I know all 
across the country there’s kids right 
now that are playing with those very 
toys. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I really 
appreciate the analogy Mr. RYAN 
makes about the choices we’re making. 
We don’t want to borrow any money. 
We want to actually be honest about 
how you spend. I think it’s a great 
point to make again that this adminis-
tration and the Congress that used to 
control this body was making this 
choice. 
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You sort of put it to the average 
American living in Ohio or suburban 
Pennsylvania or Connecticut that if 
you had a choice to spend money and 
give an extra $100,000 to that really 
rich guy who lives up on the hill or you 
could spend that money to make sure 
that the Sponge Bob toys that your kid 
is playing with don’t have levels of lead 
100 times over the Federal standard, I 
mean, that’s kind of a laughable ques-
tion, like the premise, you know, you 
would be laughed out of the room by 
most parents for that. Of course you 
should put more testers and more prod-
uct safety employees in the Federal 
Government. 

What we find out, when the head of 
this organization, when the director of 
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion comes and testifies about what’s 
going on, why do we have 20 million 
toys manufactured in China that were 
recalled this summer? Why do we have 
that long list that Mr. RYAN puts up? 
Why do we have just recently a press 
release dated today from the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission calling for 
a recall of these fake teeth that kids 
use, and a lot of them use on Hal-
loween. Well, it turns out that about 
43,000 of these fake teeth that kids are 

using out there have levels of lead that 
might be as much as 100 times over the 
Federal standard. 

I mean, this is dangerous stuff. 
So Ms. Nord comes before the Con-

gress to be held accountable, first time 
that’s ever happened on this issue, I 
mean, finally we are bringing these bu-
reaucrats in front of Congress to ask 
these questions, and she says that she 
doesn’t have the resources to do her job 
and that there is one, quote, lonely toy 
tester in her office, one lonely toy test-
er who is responsible for the flood of 
millions, probably hundreds of millions 
of toys coming in from China. 

When you think of the choices that 
have been made to give these massive 
tax breaks to the wealthy, to oil com-
panies, to put our troops in harm’s way 
in Iraq for a policy that’s making this 
country less safe, not more safe, and 
what we got for all of that was one per-
son who is charged with making sure 
that our kids don’t get poisoned by 
toys over here, it boggles the mind. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. When you think 
about hundreds of millions of dollars 
worth of trailers sitting in the gulf 
coast that never got used for Katrina, 
when you think about all the wasted, 
unbid contracts through FEMA, to Hal-
liburton, and in the war, I mean, hun-
dreds, hundreds of millions of dollars, 
billions of dollars. 

Then all of a sudden we find that we 
have these regulatory issues, this is se-
curity, this is economic security. This 
is family security, when you hear 
Democrats talking about securing the 
country, it doesn’t mean we want to 
start a war, it means we want to pro-
tect the homeland, and border security, 
family security, food safety, toy safety, 
product safety, these are things that it 
is our responsibility, as Members of 
Congress, to take care of. You have 
people sitting in towns and cities and 
counties all over the United States 
that are very, very concerned with this 
issue. 

To have a person who is in charge of 
these kinds of things say we only have 
one person who is in charge of toy in-
spection, and we don’t need any more 
money to do it is a complete derelic-
tion of duty, of our responsibility here. 
When you look at what we are trying 
to do at every single turn, from raising 
the minimum wage to reducing college 
costs, to ensuring product safety, to 
ensuring food safety, this is about eco-
nomic security. This is about homeland 
security. You know, 50,000 new cops on 
the beat, first responder funding. I 
mean, these are all things that we have 
been pushing and our friends, many of 
them on the other side, are obstructing 
this from getting done. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I wanted to do a cou-
ple of things. I wanted to talk about 
that one lonely toy inspector. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Do it. 
Mr. ALTMIRE. I know the gentleman 

didn’t have the number in front of him 
when he was talking about it, the num-
ber of toys just from China that were 
recalled last year. This is this year, the 

number of toys that we imported, this 
is the number of toys that were re-
called, is 20 million, 20 million toys 
just from China that were recalled this 
year, and we have one employee at the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
that’s reviewing those toys. 

But we may have people out there 
that are watching us tonight that say, 
well, I don’t have kids, I don’t have 
toys. It doesn’t affect me. Let me tell 
you, it does affect you. Let’s talk 
about food safety and let’s talk about 
what’s happening right now with re-
gard to that. 

Just with China, recalls this past 
year ranged from bag spinach and pea-
nut butter to contaminated wheat 
flour, all from China. That has brought 
fear to the Nation’s kitchen tables. We 
have tainted food coming in from 
China as well. 

I am not going to test my friends 
from Ohio and Connecticut, but I will 
tell you up front, less than 1 percent of 
our food imports are inspected. That is 
a shocking number. That surprised me. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. How about the 
President the other day? This drove me 
crazy. He says, Congress is wasting 
their time with all these hearings. It 
ceases to amaze me anymore that we 
try to pass children’s health care, and 
the President says, well, they can go to 
the emergency room. We are trying to 
have oversight so that we can have real 
product safety, safeguards up for food, 
and you are having all these hearings. 
We are trying to oversee what’s going 
on in Iraq so we can, A, fix the prob-
lems we are having, but, B, finding all 
of these billions of dollars that have 
been going to these nonbid contracts 
and the jobs are not actually getting 
done. Then he said, oh, you are having 
all these hearings. 

Then he said today, about the SCHIP 
bill, I don’t know if you heard this, but 
he said, Congress is trying to pass this 
health care bill for kids, but it’s really 
a trick. He said it was a trick. This is 
not a trick. This is us trying to pass 
health care for kids. He thinks it is 
somehow cute to say that on Hal-
loween that this is somehow a trick. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I appreciate that. I 
want to talk about one of those hear-
ings that we are talking about, the 
oversight hearings the President says 
is a waste of time. 

Well, I would ask the American peo-
ple if they think that the House Home-
land Security Subcommittee on 
Emerging Threats has a hearing to in-
vestigate the Federal Government’s ef-
forts to protect our food supply chain, 
and the issue that I talked about where 
1 percent of our food imports are in-
spected, I don’t think that’s a waste of 
our time. I don’t think the gentleman 
thinks that’s a waste of our time. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Let me 
give you a quote that comes out in one 
of these oversight hearings. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Connecticut, the New 
York Giants fan. 
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